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As a research fellow in entrepreneurship at the Hincks Centre, School of Business, MTU, my work 
focuses on variation in, and development of, human capital with a focus on competencies and 
attitudinal variables. A particular interest is empirical research demonstrating associations and 
impact on success to inform prioritisation of competency development. I work on several projects 
measuring and building human capital. Formerly, I was a lecturer of farm management at Lincoln 
University, New Zealand and completed a postdoc on the role of technology and innovation in 
agriculture with the food and agriculture authority of Ireland - Teagasc. I gained my doctorate at 
the University of Reading studying the human capital of farmers and its associations with farm 
profitability finding that farm profitability was strongly associated with farmer attitudes and 
personality such as attention to detail and attitudes towards learning. 

 

Employment and Education History (reverse chronological order) 

 

2020-Current Research fellow in Entrepreneurship, MTU 

 

2019–2020: Lecturer, Lincoln University, New Zealand 
Lecturing in farm management to diploma and masters level students and published 
two papers regarding automated lameness detection.  

2017-2018: Post-Doctoral Research Fellow Precision Dairy, Teagasc  

Validation and development of sensors and data management technologies for use in 
pasture based dairy systems. 

2014-2017: PhD Agricultural Economics, University of Reading 
Thesis title: Farmer attributes associated with farm profitability - a study of dairy farms 
in Great Britain. Key findings: Detail to Conscious behaviour, Leadership and attitude 
to continuous improvement predicted farm profitability.  

2011 - 2013: Knowledge Transfer Partnership Associate, University of Reading 
Managed and delivered a knowledge transfer programme between the University of 
Reading and dairy consultancy company Promar International. Part of the role included 
training of farm consultants in several academic methodologies including survey 
design, focus groups, interviews, qualitative and quantitative analysis. 
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Technical skills and knowledge: Psychometric assessment, research design, analysis, 
report writing and German speaking. 
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Oral presentations 
1. World Buiatrics Conference Sapporo, Japan, 2018. 
2. European Grassland Federation annual conference, Cork, 2018. 
3. British Society of Agricultural Scientists annual conference, Dublin, 2018. 
4. International Farm Management Association congress, Edinburgh, 2017. 
5. Agricultural Economics Society annual conference, Dublin, 2017. 
6. Institute of Agricultural Management conference, London, 2013. 
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